SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE 
SARL NEWS SUNDAY 12 SEPTEMBER, 2004 


You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio 
League, the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news 
bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 Central Africa Time (CAT) in 
Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in English. 


This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at www.sarl.org.za, 
on packet bulletin boards and on echolink from Chris, ZS6FCS. 


In the news today. 

COUNCILLOR MATT GREYVENSTEIN RESIGNS FROM COUNCIL 
INTECNET TO FOCUS ON APRS 

RADIO TECHNOLOGY IN ACTION LECTURE ON OCTOBER 9 


Stay tuned for more detail on these and other news items. 

Visit the SARL Web site or call the SARL office, which is open on weekdays 
from 09:00 to 13:00 at 011 675 2393 for details on how to join, book sales and 
all related amateur radio activities. 


SARL NEWS invites clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to 
amateurs on the web site of the SARL, which is www.sarl.org.za/newsinbox.asp 
not later than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. It would be appreciated 
if you could do it in both Afrikaans and English. 


You are listening to ZS6SRL. 
The news follows in detail. 
COUNCILLOR MATT GREYVENSTEIN RESIGNS FROM COUNCIL 


Matt Greyvenstein, ZS1MJJ, has tendered his resignation as Councillor of the 
SARL due to business commitments. The Council of the SARL expresses its 
thanks towards Matt for his services rendered to the SARL while he was on 
Council. As a result of an arrangement between Matt and George Dobbs, Chair- 
man of the G-QRP Club in the UK, members of the SARL will in future see 
articles from the G-QRP club newsletters in Radio ZS. 


INTECNET TO FOCUS ON APRS 


Do you have experience with APRS? Are you or have you been using it? The 
next SARL Intecnet will take place on October 10 but the guest speaker would 
like to exchange some ideas with you during the next week. Please send an 
Email to armiQsarl.org with a short note on your experiences with APRS. 


From October 4 - 10 world space week will be celebrated In South Africa. Var- 
ious activities are being planned for that week culminating in a discussion on 
APRS with be Bob Bruninga, WB4APR, the father of APRS. Ever since the be- 
ginnings of packet radio in the late seventies, Bob wrote software that combined 


the flexibility of packet radio with the dynamics of real-time events. Bob’s years 
of toiling at a variety of computer boards came to a climax when he completed 
developing the first version of APRS Dos in 1992. 


Join Bob for an in-depth discussion on APRS, the beginnings, the ins and outs 
and its satellite application. The date is 10 October 2004 at 20:00. Clubs 
are invited to make early arrangements to link their repeaters and celebrate 
International Space Week with an exciting APRS talk show. To book a link send 
an email to armiQsarl.org.za with details of your club, repeater and telephone 
number to be linked. 


ARE THERE YOUNG PEOPLE IN AMATEUR RADIO? 


Are there young people involved in amateur radio activity? Is there a young 
person in your club that is involved in promoting amateur radio or doing some 
development work? Here is the chance to reward him or her with the Siemens 
Radio Amateur of the Year Award. The Young Radio Amateur of the Year 
Award has not been awarded for the past two years because of lack of qualifying 
nominations. The nominee must be under 25 years of age and have made a 
contribution to the development of Amateur Radio, be it technical or organ- 
isational. Full details appear on the SA Amateur Radio Development Trust 
Website at www.amateurradio.org.za. 


Nominations for the Radio Amateur and Young Radio Amateur of the Year 
awards close on 30 September. Here is your chance to reward some one for his 
or her contribution to Amateur Radio. 


VHF/UHF COMPETITION 


The second leg of this year’s VHF/UHF competition takes next weekend from 
12:00 CAT on Saturday 18 to 12:00 on Sunday 19 September. We are pleased 
to announce that additional groups will be participating in order to practice 
and gain experience for serious participation next year. Simultaneously, but 
separate from the phone and CW modes, groups will also determine what can 
be achieved with digital modes. So, those who can, be prepared and polish your 
proficiencies in those modes. 


We appeal to individual stations to join in the fun and, even though you may 
not be a contester, respond to calls by contesting stations and have your station 
added to their logs, they will appreciate your co-operation. 


Stations on 6 m please note that 51,110 MHz is the international calling fre- 
quency and that no QSO’s may be made on this frequency. You may however 
establish a contact on this frequency but please then QSY to a previously se- 
lected frequency for the exchange of reports and a possible longer QSO. 


SECUNDA AMATEUR RADIO CLUB ACTIVE IN VHF/UHF CONTEST 
Now, here is another group who is going to participate in the contest. 


The Secunda Amateur Radio Club plans to have a field station running for 


the coming contest. It will be situated on the farm Rooipoort, between 
Trichardt and Bethal, Grid Location KG43PL General directions is East from 
Joburg/Pretoria, South from Witbank and North from Pietermaritzburg. They 
look forward to make a contact with you on 6 and 2 m and 70 cm. 


RADIO TECHNOLOGY IN ACTION LECTURE ON OCTOBER 9 


The first in the series of RTA lectures will be held at the SARL National Amateur 
Radio Centre on 9 October. Hal Lund, ZS6WB, will lead a discussion on the 
various new modes now changing the VHF and UHF scene. The lecture will 
include numerous hands-on practical demonstrations. 


All radio amateurs are invited to enjoy a Saturday morning exploring the new 
modes on VHF. The lecture and demonstrations will run from 10:00 - 12:00. 
The entrance fee is R20 which includes refreshments and is payable at the door. 


To assist with arrangements, please book your seat by sending an Email to 
rtaQsarl.org.za. 


Visit the SARL website for more details: www.sarl.org.za. Radio Technology in 
Action is a project by the South African Radio League to promote the diversity 
that amateur radio offers. 


RADIO TECHNOLOGY IN ACTION VIDEO 


You may still order a copy of the video made by Eddie, ZS6BNE, of the activities 
at the first Amateur Radio in Action program on the 21st August at the NARC. 
It includes the SARL President’s introductory speech and some presentations. 
Contact Eddie at Tel 073 644 5005 or send email to zs6bne@webmail.co.za. The 
cost is approximately R50,00 which covers making the copy and getting it to 
you. 


SARL PRESIDENT’S VISIT THE WESTERN CAPE 


This is the last reminder to all radio amateurs in the Western Cape that you 
are cordially invited by the Boland Amateur Radio Club to attend a meeting 
next Saturday the 18th September where the SARL President, Graham Hartlett, 
ZS6GJH, will be present to exchange ideas with all of you. 


The meeting will start at 11:00 at the Nature Reserve of the Boland Agriculture 
School near Paarl. Following the meeting there will be a chance for socialising 
around the barbeque fires. 


AUTHOR OF WINPACK AND UI-VIEW SILENT KEY 


We have learnt that Roger Barker, G41DE, became a silent key on 9 Septem- 
ber due to cancer. He was the author of the Winpack and UI-View software 
programs. We hope to publish a tribute to him in next week’s bulletin. 


PROPAGATION REPORT 


Kobus, ZS6KOB, still being away, we had a look at the ARRL newsletter and 
their expert Tad “Sunshine Superman” Cook, K7RA, Seattle, Washington, had 


the following to say: Sunspot numbers and solar flux rose during the past week. 
The average of the daily sunspot number for the reporting period compared to 
the previous seven days rose nearly by 30 points to 57. Average daily solar flux 
was up more than 16 points to 106,1. Solar flux is predicted to rise over the 
next few days. Predicted solar flux is 135 for September 10 and it’s expected 
to remain around 140 for the next four days or so. Fortunately, the planetary 
A index is expected to remain low, with predicted values September 10-13 at 5, 
8, 8 and 10. 


Sunspot numbers for September 2 through 8 were 25, 25, 28, 59, 82, 95 and 85, 
with a mean of 57. 


DIARY OF EVENTS AND REMINDERS 


13 September: Closing date for submission of HF CW Contest logs; 18 - 19 
September: VHF/UHF Competition; 25 September: SAATI AGM and bring 
and braai at 12:00. Please advise either Richard, ZR6CK, at 012-333-0612 
or Ams, ZS6YV, at 012-664-3629 of your intention to attend; 26 September: 
President’s net at 20:00 on an interactive mode; 30 September: Closing date for 
nominations for Radio Amateur of the Year awards; 2 October: Flea Market 
at the East Rand Radio Club; 7 October: Second leg of the SARL 80 Metre 
QSO Party; 9 October: RTA lecture on new VHF modes at the NARC; 10 
October: Intechnet; Contributions to the fund initiated by the SA Amateur 
Radio Development Trust for the SARL’s IARU membership are still welcome; 
Please submit your articles for Radio ZS to radiozsQsarl.org.za; Please send A5 
size self addressed envelopes with postage stamps to cover 200 g (R4,35) to the 
NARC to enable delivery of your QSL cards to you. 


The SARL invites you to listen to Amateur Radio Mirror International on 17 
815, 9 750, and 7 082 kHz and 145,625 MHz in East London, 145,650 in Durban 
145,750 MHz in Pretoria and 438,800 in the Sandton area. A repeat broadcast 
can be heard on Mondays at 21:00 CAT on 8 215 kHz. 


Telkom and Sentech sponsor ARMI. 


This then brings us to the end of today’s bulletin, which was compiled by George, 
ZS6NE, and read by ........from...... as a service to radio amateurs, short wave 
listeners and electronic enthusiasts. 


You have been listening to ZS6SRL and thank you for having joined us. Also 
many thanks to those persons who supply news for our bulletins and the ama- 
teurs who relay the bulletins so regularly. 


Goodbye everyone. 


/EX 


